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Editorial

No More Confusion
In the last several weeks we at Que Ondee Sola
have noticed that there are some people in the
NEIU community that are unclear about our mission. It seems that students and faculty are only
glancing at QOS's vibrant and informative pages
(instead of reading, digesting, and considering
the information) and making abrupt comments
and judgments that are both invalid and harmful.
In a time when Latinas/as have been and are
working very hard to make some wonderful and
outstanding achievements and contributions to
the NEIU community and around the nation, we
fear that some of these major topics are being
overlooked by those that they affect the most.
This issue of Que Ondee Sola is meant to
address some of these concerns and lay to rest
the misconceptions about the agenda of this 31year-old publication. It is not, in any way, an
effort to rectify the problems that the
Independent (NEIU's biweekly student newspaper) falsely pointed out.

of QOS for the last three decades.
This edition of Que Ondee Sola is dedicated to
the struggle demanding rights and dignity to the
undocumented. Even though publications like
the lndepedent have tried to critique QOS for
being too Puerto Rican , the reality is quite different. Latino staff writers at QOS have consistently
discussed issues of importance to entire Latino
community. We lend our humble pages in support of the Freedom Ride and the legalization of
all undocumented workers, our brothers and sisters.
As we stated in our last publication, we urge students and faculty to get involved and to help
make changes at the university and in their communities. We need NEIU students to voice their
views to about the Latino Status of NEIU at the
Latino Student Speak on November 11, 2003.
Come and help build the dialogue necessary to
address the many issues facing N El U. Do not
miss this opportunity...

For the record, QOS is a Puerto Rican/Latino
publication and we continue to assert the right to
the self determination of not only Puerto Ricans
on the island and in the diaspora, but of all
Latinas/as and people of color. QOS plans to continue the struggle of solidarity with disenfranchised groups on and off campus, hence the variety of topics that we cover in this and every issue

Editor
Yvonne Nieves

Que Ondee Sola is published at Northeastern Illinois University. The opinions expressed in Que Ondee Sola do not necessarily reflect those of the
Administration. Responsibility for its contents lie solely within the staff.

Staff:

We appreciate all suggestions and contributions.

Leslie Cordero
Felix Torres
Chris Estrada
lvellise Vasquez

Jiovanni Vargas
Michael Reyes
Edith Bucio
Alberto Valentin
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MISSION
Que Ondee Sola is a 31 year old
Puerto Rican/Latina/a monthly
student magazine. Our mission
is to provide our campus with
a relevant and engaging
publication that deals with
student issues, particularly
those of Latinos and issues
that are of importance
to our communities.
Que Ondee Sola continues to
affirm the right of Puerto Rican
, self-determination.

Throughout the course of the last 30 years Latino student struggle has faced the brunt of many attacks .
Some were quite extreme, like when white supremacists tagged the QOS office door with a swa stika.
Others have slandered the work of UPRS, QOS , and
Chimexla in meetings or spread rum ors intending to
prevent our orga nizations to grow.

The Reality
of our
Diversity:
a response to Cecilia Carboni
Yvonne Nieves, Editor of Que Ondee Sola
The newest addition to attacks waged upon the Latino
student struggle came in the form of a pseudo-commentary titled "The Perversity of Our Diversity" published in the last issue of the Independent by student
Cecilia Carboni. This commentary was an opinionated
response to several articles found in the September
edition of QOS, which highlighted inequalities that continue to typify our universities. These articles questioned the lack of Latino faculty (tenured and tenured
track), low Latino student retention, the deficiency of
Latino courses, and in some universities the absence
of a Latino Cultural Center.
Throughout the commentary Carboni completely
ignores the statistics provided in the QOS articles. A
cornerstone of our Latino Status campaign is that the
statistics speak for themselves. The reality is that at
NEIU, with a Latino population of around 26%, only
6% of tenured professors are Latino. The percentage
of high-level Latino administrators is significantly lower.
Dear Independent,
I would like to respond to some of the statements made
by Cecilia Carboni in her commentary 'The Perversity of
our Diversity' and analyze some of their broad implications. Let me begin by saying that I can understand
her distaste for the phrase 'clearly and blatantly racist'
used by one of our writers regarding some of
Northeastern's policies and practices. I would probably have chosen different words, not because I disagree with his point, but because I think the most dan-
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Even though Latinos pay 1/4 of all tuition we lack sufficient representation as tenured faculty, department
heads, and administrators.
We are not satisfied by this real ity and we question the
merits of thi s empty diversity. Carboni disagrees and
believes that our calls for more Latino representat ion is
a se lfish attempt to "tip the sca les" in our favor. She
has it all wro ng. We are not seeking to tip the scales in
our favo r, and t he stati sti cs prove that they are alrea dy
sign ificantly tip ped. Our struggle is to rectify this problem, a problem that Carboni chooses to ignore as a
problem detrimental to the entire campus.
Since Carboni cannot engage us empirically or even by
our own words, the real thrust of this article is to attack
the image of the Latino status campaign by distorting
its aims and objectives. Carboni characterizes us as
"flailing our arms" , with "impulses to fight and cry," as
seeking to "segregate ourselves into the little cocoons
in which we were born." She also describes us (with
no basis) as being narrowly Latino, or as the "thumbs
down" section in a previous Independent issue said,
as narrowly Puerto Rican. Repeatedly she states how
we are complaining and whining, so there must be no
cause for our dissatisfaction. Judging by Carboni's
words, discrimination and racism must be relics of the
past, and on this point she cannot be more mistaken.
It is the lack of a historical perspective of our collective
struggles against discrimination and racism that robs
Carboni and like-minded individuals of understanding
the positions raised, not in antagonism with the
University, but in hopes of mutual commitment to
combat all areas at NEIU that do not reflect the ideals
of equality and real diversity.

gerous and virulent forms of racism are those that are
hidden, implicit rather than explicit. It is not raving and
blatant racism that concerns me, but the kind that
speaks in hushed whispers behind closed doors and
far away from the public eye. Ms. Carbon i's comments
concern me because they resonate in many fundamental ways with arguments often voiced against such
social programs such as Affirmative Action.
She
argues that Latinos, and Puerto Ricans particularly,
already have enough recognition and support. She
argues that academic jobs should go to the most 'qua I-

i

ified' and not be allocated by some hypothetical,
phantasmagoric 'quota-system'.
There are several crucial problems with this type of
reasoning. First, let me paraphrase Northeastern's
own Aida Sanchez-Romano who was recently honored at La Noche de la Familia earlier this month.
She emphasized in her speech that everything
Latinos have today at Northeastern was gained
through struggle and activism, and not passivity.
While the issues may have changed since the early
1970's, there are still struggles that must be fought.
Regarding Ms. Carboni's concern over 'proper' qualifications ('may the
best man - or womanwin'), I will say that I
agree with her. That is,
I agree with her as long
as those qualifications
are not determined by
culturally biased standardized tests and
career-building opportunities grossly affected by race, gender and
economic stratification. However, this is
not the case in our
society, which is descended from a historical legacy
that includes sordid and violent examples of oppression rooted in distinctions in skin color, ethnic
groups, sex and class . The rhetoric of constitutional
equality does little to mask the selective application
of Enlightenment ideas about 'liberty' and 'freedom'
that accompanied the founding of this nation, such
as the genocide of indigenous populations and the
trans-Atlantic slave trade. Such deeply ingrained
prejudice does not simply evaporate after one hundred years, and it is not necessary to have blatantly
racist policies in order to perpetuate a social system
rooted in inequity. As racism technically only resides
in the minds of individual men and women as a phenomenon, social policy can only treat its symptoms
and not its causes. That is what safeguards like
Affirmative Action were designed to do. Only education and experience can treat the cause .

just stop whining and be content with what they
have?! Yet this is essentially what she has said
regarding Que Ondee Sola's stance on the issues
surrounding Latino status. She also brings up something that hints at one of the basic problems of representational governance, 'When do I get my own
newspaper, my own cultural center...' etc . She
makes repeated reference to her own Latin American
nationality (yet mysteriously never refers to it by
name) as being disproportionately underrepresented, and asks whether 'special treatment' should be
given to every single ethnicity represented in the student body. The nature of her comments and the
framing of her ideas makes
me suspect that she gives
credence to the homogenizing tendencies of the
great 'melting-pot' myth :
that we should all leave
behind our roots and blend
into the wallpaper while a
privileged elite continue to
dictate the terms of our
existence and wage wars
on behalf of our 'freedom' .

"Carboni asks facetiously,
'When do I get my own club?
When do I get my own
teachers and classes on my
history'. She then states that
she personally does not want
any of these things. And
personally, that saddens me."

Personally, I believe there
should be more professors
and faculty to reflect the sizeable and growing number of students of Middle-Eastern, Pakistani and
Indian origins at Northeastern, and I would encourage them to advocate for such representation . This
is especially important now in a climate where an
ideological silence is being imposed and stifling the
points of voice from these areas. But those students
have to be the ones to initiate such a movement,
although I would be happy to raise my voice in support. Carboni asks facetiously, 'When do I get my own
club? When do I get my own teachers and classes on
my history?' She then states that she personally does
not want any of these things. And personally, that
saddens me.

This response was written by Chris Estrada.

To illustrate my point, how would people react if
Carboni had written that African-Americans already
have enough 'special treatment' and concessions
from the university administration, so they should
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Yarimar Bonilla
On August 29 th , 2003
Richard
Santiago
unveiled the new
mural for the Puerto
Rican
Cultural
Center. A first time
muralist, Richard is
best known for the
classic aesthetic he
brings to the canvas.
In his usual work he
tries to bring together
contemporary
themes of Puerto
Rican reality with
classic aesthetic tendencies in order to
exploit both medium
and theme, without
compromising technique or visual beauty
for the sake of a populist message. I was
thus interested in seeing how a classically
trained artist, used to
months of isolation
working on a single
piece, would adapt his style and
technique to the demands of
muralist painting.
In talking to Richard I found that
this project was not a break from
his traditional work (as I had originally thought) but a learning and
growing experience for him as an
artist. Used to spending months
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on end working on relatively
smaller canvas pieces, this situation forced Richard to undertake
his largest project (in terms of
size) in a mere month. It also
forced him to adapt his techniques
and habits, sharing his paint
brushes with a team of community members who helped him complete the massive work.

It also pushed him to rethink his
aesthetic project, though he could
certainly be considered as an
"engaged artist." As he has been
known for his community involvement and political ideals, Richard's
work has traditionally been more
ambiguous in terms of message,
open to various interpretations,
and never heavy handed in narrative or meaning. His traditional

ambiguity had to be reworked for
this project however. This was the
first time that he did portraits of
political figures, and the first time
he was commissioned to create a
project for an organization devoted to political and community
work. Richard embraced this challenge, however seeking to fulfill
the project while still infusing it
with his own style and subtlety.
The result is spectacular.
The mural encompasses three different spaces. First is the foyer
which welcomes visitors to the
Juan Antonio Corretjer Puerto
Rican Cultural Center. Here one
finds a portrait of Corretjer which
manages to capture both the
grandeur of the great political militant and the beauty and warmth
of the national poet. Richard utilized a color-blocking technique
which represents both his aesthetic choice and the nature of this
collective endeavor. As he told me,
after sketching out the outlines of
the piece. he handed over the
brushes and paints to community
members, and each one was
assigned a color and set off to
work. The result is mosaic in effect
and reflects the collective that
came together to produce it.
Past the entrance, Richard utilized
the stairway connecting the first
and second floor to portray Juan
Antonio Corretjer and his wife
Consuelo. Obviously such a small
and broken up space was a significant challenge for presenting a
pictorial narrative. Richard proved
more than up for the challenge
however. He presents these two
political figures blurring and dissolving into one another, thus giving us a sense of their finite

humanity, the way
in which they
appeared and disappeared into history. Their blurring
presents them as
everyday people
entwined in the
quotidian relationships of love and
community. At the
same time, the way
in which they blur
into the Lares flag
speaks of their
immortality,
of
how their lives are
woven into the fabric of something
much larger than
themselves, larger
than their small
scale relationships,
and touching the
history and lives of
generations
of
Puerto Ricans who
have come after
them.
This theme then goes on to the
third floor where one finds "Albizu
the Sembrador", Richard's take on
the famous painting "The Sower"
(1850) by Jean-Franyois Millet.
Here again we find this illustrious
political figure blurred with the
figure of a simple farmer, an
unidentifiable everyday man,
whose face we can hardly distinguish. The small bowtie, almost
floating in air is the sole clue as to
who this farmer really is. His con nection to something larger is less
subtle this time as we can see that
the seeds he is planting are very
special and indeed lie at the roots
of what have made this whole
building possible.

I think Richard has brought
something very unique and priceless to Juan Antonio Corretjer
Puerto Rican Cultural Center and
Dr. Pedro Albuizu Campos High
School. Like Albizu planting his
seeds in fertile soil, he leaves us
with this creation, knowing that it
too will become a part of something larger, bearing witness and
blending in with the future generations who will struggle and triumph within these walls.
Chicago, August 2003
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What was the Freedom Ride?
"Immigrant" workers, living and paying taxes in the
united states, deserve the right to legalize their status, to have a clear road to citizenship, to reunify
their families, to have a voice on the job without
regard to legal status, and to enjoy full protection of
their civil liberties; rights denied by their undocumented status and outdated laws. The road to citizenship needs a new map. The goal of the freedom
ride was to help draw that map and to put legalization on the political agenda nation wide.

.

Inspired by the Freedom Riders of the Civil Rights
Movement of the 60's, "immigrant" workers and
their allies set out from nine major u.s. cities and
crossed the country by bus this September. We converged on Washington D.C. to meet members of
Congress and then traveled to Liberty State Park in
New Jersey on October 3. We fini shed the trip in
Flushing Meadows Park, Queens, New York for a
mass rally on October 4 th 2003 in which an estimated 100,000 people were in attendance.
Three busses left from Chicago on September 27 th
to take part in this historic event. The Chicago
Freedom Riders made stops in over 15 cities along
the way and QOS was at every protest, rally, and
reception. QOS participated in the Freedom Ride
with the spirit that no humans are illegal or undocumented, our brothers and sisters are indigenous to
the Americas.
This special QOS insert is a collection of experiences from riders and organizers including photos,
testimonials, and articles from the long road to
legalization of "undocumented" workers. Our work
has just begun but the struggle for human rights here
in the united states and all over Latin America and
the world is a responsibility and fight that we at
QOS are dedicated to. Si Se Puede!

g Days on
tbe Road
A photo documentry

Saturday,September27th
Chicago, II- Send Off downtown Chicago
2000 people in attendance

Dearborn , Mi- Rally at the
Arab American Community Center
Benefit Dinner at UAW 600 (Detroit)

Sunday,September28th
Detroit, Ml- Mass at St. Anne's Church left for Toledo
Toledo, OH- March and Rally Golden Rule Park with
Farm Labor Organizing Committee
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Cleveland, OH- Rally and Dinner

Tuesday,September3otb
Syracuse, NY- Interfaith Service, St. Vincent DePaul
Catholic Church
Liverpool, NY- Rally sheet
metalworkers

Monday,September29tb
Buffalo, NY- Lunch eon and forum Buffalo
Co nvention Center March to down town
an d Rally at Ada ms and Mark hotel

Albany, NY- Rally at Washington Park and March to United
Methodist Church for dinner

Brockport, NY~Rally and press conference for
Farm workers stru ggle.

Wednesday,October1st
Newburgh, NY- Mason ic Temp le Press Conference
Interfaith Service

Rochester, NY- Official welcom ing dinner

10
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Washington , D.C- Bible Way
Temple offi cial welcoming

Saturday,October4tb
New York, Flushing Meadows Mass Rally

Tbursday,October2 8 d
Washington , D.C.- Lobbying at the Capital

~

I

New York NY,- Action at Congress Hotel owner's home

I
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A Daughter Speaks
To whom it may concern,
Hello, my name is Miriam 0. Bolivar and I am 13 years old. I am a citizen of the United States, I was
born in Missouri. I also have 2 brothers named Ivan and Jesus Bolivar. They are both United States
citizens born in Illinois. One of the things that the United States has given me is my family and life
and I am thankful of that.
But as you probably have heard here in the United States they are going to the different airports like
O'Hare and arresting people because their Social Securities do not match. But they are also arresting
different kinds of people on the highways for no fair reason. All these reasons are going to separate
many families. As you may know, you wouldn't like to have your family separated because of some
legal documents.
I have had a close relationship with a lady that was about to be deported on 9-18-03 ,but
Congressman Luis V. Gutierrez made it possible for her stay because she had a child that was a United
States citizen that was born here. That would've probably been a big impact on the child because he
was born and raised here all his life.
Another close relationship is the one that right now I am facing with my family. That problem all started because of a tire that had exploded (blown out). We were on our way to New York for a laborer conference with 5 other people who wanted to join, but unfortunately the tire exploded on the way. Then
as all people would do, we stopped on the edge of the highway and tried to change the tire. Then the
car stopped and offered to help but they couldn't do anything because the tire was stuck and there
was no way to take it out.
Soon there came a state trooper named France. All of us were so happy because we thought the state
trooper had come to help us. He didn't! Instead he said " SHOW ME YOUR GREEN CARDS!" My mom
and another two men didn 't have their "green cards." The three people got arrested and accused with
immigration and were sent on their way to Deportation. My mom asked to see us (her children), but
that right was taken away from her because they told her the only way she could see us was by signing
the Voluntary Departure papers. And like any other mother would do, she didn't think twice and signed
the voluntary departure papers.
She had a limit of 30 days here in the United States, but she fought so she could stay. She is still
fighting because she was here already 17-18 years and has not committed any crimes. The only crime
that she has done is working and not having the Legal Documents she needs to be a c itizen. She also
has three children that are United States citizens' that have lived their whole life here and do not
know what it is to go to the country that their mother came from.
It will hurt me dearly if my mother has to leave. And as you may know "THERE IS NO LOVE LI KE A
MOTHERS LOVE!!!!" so please here in your state, make the best effort that families won't get separated because of some papers. Let their family stay united and not scattered people with broken hearts
that all their lives are ruined. Everybody has the right to be loved and to give love to his or her family.
Please help me and my family stay here in the United States and not get separated because of some
papers that my mom doesn't have.
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Myth: u.s. borders are out of control

Fact: Much of the anti-immigrant sentiment in this count ry is based on unfounded fear th at illegal immigrants are pouring over t he border in unprecedented numbers. In fact the majorit y of imm igrants in this cou ntry have entered legally
under the strict standards imposed by the Immigration and Nationality Act. Th e Act allows approximately 800,000 people to settle here each year as permanent residents including 480,000 who are admitted to reunite with their spouses
children, parents and or siblings; about 140,000 who are admitted to fill jobs for which the u.s. Department of Labo r has
determined no American workers are available; about 110,000 refugees who have proven their claims of political or religious persecution in their homelands; and about 55,000 who are adm itted under a "d iversity" lottery, begun in 1990, that
mainly benefits young European and African immigrants.
Myth: Immigration Drains u.s. Social Services

Fact: The Urban Institute has concluded that "immigrants actually generate significantly more taxes paid than they cost
in serv ices." Thi s is because undocumented workers, despite their ineligibility for most federal benefits, frequently have
Social Security and income taxes withheld from their pay checks. In fact, immigrants pay substantially more in ta xes
every year than they receive in welfare benefits.

Mia Andrea
La nina que dio felicidad
a nuestras vidas,
de muchas personas que la rodean

MIA es anor, carino y compresion;
le doy gracias a la vida, porque ella Uego al mundo;
gracias dios, por darme la diche de compartir con ella
gracias ANDREA, por tu miranda
Ysonrisa de amor.

poesiapor
Rosario Contreras,

Mujuer Fuerte

an undocumented worker

Su nombre, IRMA; ella es fuerza y decision; fortaleza
y coraje para seguir adelante.
ella es valiente, decidida;
cuantas mujeres quisieramos ser como ella?

Featured Poet
Kovember :a.st
Batey Urbano2647 W. Division

Muy pocas mujeres hay en el mundo como Irma,
yo quisiera tener su fuerza, su decision y su coraje
ser fuerte para superar la adeversidad.
Le doy gracias a Dios por tenerla tan cercana a mi,
Cuando siento desfallecer, voy a ella y me abre su corazon
Sus palabras me animan a seguir adelante,
Gracias Irma por tu gran corazon, por tu ejemplo vivo de grandeza

7pm

I

October 2003 I3

T

The Creation of a

Yvonne Nieves

Latino Studies Major

On September 26 th students, faculty, and community
leaders all met at NEIU in hopes of
helping the Mexican/Caribbean
Studies Minor develop into a
Latina/a and Latin American
Studies Program (LLAS) with the
help of a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities.
The program is meant to provide a
quality education to all NEIU students, establish relationships to the
Latino community by creating
linkages and internship opportunities with community based
organizations, and generate possibilities for students to learn Latino
history and culture.
This was the first of a
series of four critical meetings that
are designed to develop courses
and curriculums for LLAS and
establish important linkages with
the other institutions and the community. While the meetings are
open to anyone who can contribute, specific individuals were
invited to provide support and give
their input for how they believe
LLAS should run. One of those
individuals was Senator Miguel
Del Valle, an NEIU alum and a former member of Union for Puerto
Rican Student and Que Ondee
Sola. Understanding the history of
the Latino student struggle at
NEIU, the Senator mentioned that
LLAS in not a new idea, it was just
something that had not gotten
done. "This is all a part of the
process of establishing who we are,
our identity;' he said. It was obvi14 I Que Ondee Sola

ous that he truly felt the words in
the LLAS mission statement, that
LLAS is an "originally student-created program." The Senator was
thankful to NEIU for supporting
him and urged the university to
continue with leadership development.
Many of the other attendees, including representatives
from Latinos United, the Puerto
Rican Cultural Center, Humboldt
Park Empowerment Project, and
professors from NEIU's History,
Sociology, Anthropology, and
Geography departments, were able
to express some concerns of what
the program should and shouldn't
include. Some wanted to see that
the program would offer job and
internship opportunities. Others
wanted to make sure that students
and academic departments would
participate in various human
rights initiatives. Many felt that it
would be ideal to have exchange
programs in which students could
travel to Latin American countries
for two weeks at a time rather than
months. Everyone at this meeting
felt that instilling practical grassroots understandings of Chicago's
urban Latino communities is key
to developing the program and
would fall hand in hand with
courses that held strong global,
political, and historical perspectives.
A strong resistance covered the room when it was mentioned that the Mexican/Caribbean
Studies Minor title might be

replaced by the Latina/a and Latin
American Studies title. Dr.
Angelina Pedroso, one of NEIU's
oldest and strongest Latina/o voices, was enraged at the thought. "We
need a sense of our history to
understand our present;' she resonated. Others made comments
along with her, stating that taking
away the Mexican/Caribbean title
would possibly mean that it would
leave certain peoples and their histories out, like Haitians, Mexicans,
Cubans, Puerto Ricans, and
Jamaicans.
The development of this
major has institutional support,
and rightfully so, because NEIU
has received funds and is eligible
for grants because it is Illinois only
"Hispanic-serving institution." Its
also important to understand that
if it weren't for the three decades of
Latino student struggle at NEIU,
something as great as this would
not have been possible. But it is
also long overdue. Other institutions like DePaul University and
the University of Chicago have
established programs similar to
this one, and they have proven to
be successful. Malcolm X College
and the University of Illinois in
Chicago have Latino Cultural
Centers and beautiful murals that
depict the history of Latinos united
in struggle. It is crucial that Latino
students at NEIU take the initiative
and continue their involvement
with the long-standing efforts that
their predecessors were able to
establish for future Latino students.

Open Letter:

Student speaks out against Independent commentary
Caleb Avraham, Black Caucus
To my Fellow Students,
I am writing this letter in response to the October ih
issue published by the Independent school newspaper
concerning Que Ondee Sola (QOS) and Union for Puerto
Rican Students (UPRS). There was an article published
by Cecilia Carboni entitled "The Persversity of our
Diversity" a scathing attack on an article published by
QOS. The article in QOS stated that NEIU is not a Latino
serving institution, which means there are few Latino professors and few Latino programs.
I see a number of problems with Ms. Carboni's article but
I will only name a few here. Ms. Carboni claimed that
Northeastern ought to serve all the students and that certain "groups" ought not "flail their arms as if they deserve
special treatment." The only reason why Latino's, as well
as all minorities, are flailing their arms is because we are
not equally represented in what we study. We do not ask
for special treatment, just equal treatment. We are taught
white history from the time we entered school at the tender age of five until our later high school years. American
history, (which spends the mandatory chapter on slavery,
and less than half a chapter on Latin history) teaches us
that Washington was a hero and Jefferson a saint. And
don't forget that good ol' Lincoln freed the slaves, but "he
be damned if he sat at a dinner table with one of dem
coons." We are never taught the countries of Africa and
Latin America, but Western European supremacy is
shoved down our throats; forced to learn about France,
England, and Germany to name a few. We all know in
which country Oxford is located, but how many of us
know where Timbuktu stood; probably the greatest learning facility known to man. Even though we are minorities
our culture is a mystery to us, yet white culture we know
by heart. When we come to college we expect to learn
more of ourselves and others. Instead we are forced to
learn about old, dead, white philosophers and racist historians who were just "innocent men of their times." We
are flailing our arms because everywhere we go, in this the
most diverse of schools, whiteness and Western thought is
being preached and practiced.
She also claimed that if a professor is well qualified (at
least on paper) to teach any subject then it ought not to
matter whom that person is. I don't ever want to hear the

words spic, nigger, coon, rastus, kefer, wetback, boarder
jumper, tonto, squaw, dot head, sand nigger, piss head,
slanty eyed, chine, camel jocky exit the mouth of any person who does not feel racially marginalized by these
words! Yet they must be said to educate. That is to say
those words are in our literature and history books. To
teach Black or Latino history is to teach the history of the
"Nigger" and "Spic." I am not advocating the use of racist
language but any white person saying those words would
have been skewered, and rightly so. The image of the
"white man" in positions of power, politicians and teachers alike, is an image of oppression for two-thirds of the
world's population. For a white professor to use those
words, however well intentioned, sends a certain uncomfortable tinge up the spine of any colonized person. No
one is trying to tip the scales; we are only trying to level
the playing field. Yes, all students ought to have their history taught to them by their race especially when it comes
to use racist language. I am not suggesting that we hire
Italian professors for Italians, Irish professors for the Irish,
or Spanish professors for the Spanish; that would be
impractical. We must understand that these people, as
well as most of Western Europe, have achieved "whiteness" in this country. That is to say those people who have
the "privilege" of "white" skin are automatically considered, to quote Cecilia, "All-American;' while Blacks and
Latinos are still categorized with automatic hyphens. To
see a Black or Latino professor lets me know that my people have the ability and skill to achieve the prestigious
level of"doctor;' and that he/she understands the torment
of white supremacist teaching that I have experienced
these eighteen years of my education.
In conclusion, I will say to Ms. Carboni, racism is still very
much alive and well in the United States of America; it has
only been packaged with a nice bow of liberalism. Do not
be fooled by the "diversity" we admire so much here at
Northeastern, we tend not to practice what we preach. If
we did we would have intensive studies in Indian, Korean,
and Black studies to name a few. Our Latino population
would not feel marginalized, and Eurocentric education
would become extinct. Of four and a half years at
Northeastern I have had one Latino professor; the rest
have been white. So you tell me whose getting special
treatment.
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My

Encuentro

with

El Salvador
Edith Bucio
This past June I was part of a summer
class that took an NEIU student delegation to El Salvador.
Roaming
through the city and parts of the country side we were able to learn of the
country's past and present. During the
early 1980's up to 1993, El Salvador was
embarked in civil war. The Frente
Farabundo Marti por la Liberaci6n
Nacional (FMLN-named after a
national Salvadorian hero killed by the
government) was a guerrilla mostly
composed of campesinos and the
urban poor, which fought against
Arena, a right wing government.
During the war Arena was being funded one million dollars a day by the
Reagan
Administration.
The
Salvadorian government was being
equipped with u.s. dollars and
weapons that were brutalizing thousands of people, including the assassinations of priests, nuns, and the
destruction of complete communities
in the country side. Although the
FMLN, was in no way as well equipped
or funded as Arena, it had the support
of the Salvadorian people which
enabled them to carry out a long fight
against the exploitation of their government. The turbulent war continued until 1993 when there just seemed
to be no way of winning over the great
amount of violence. Both sides ceased
fire and singed a peace accord. The
FMLN became a political party that
holds some mayorships through the
country, and Arena remained in power.
The violence of the war ended, but the
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root of the exploitation and economical conflicts of the country did not. In
our trip we were able to learn more
about El Salvador's history, to see and
hear their past, and witness their present day struggles.
The city was alive with crowded streets
and congested traffic. Through the
small neighborhoods, there stood
defaced murals that had survived the
war, and were now struggling the graffiti of the maras. During the 80's most
of Salvadorian Youth were fighting in
the FMLN. As early an age as 13 both
girls and boys made the decision of
either being part of the guerrilla movement or the Arena military.
El
Salvador's present generation in the
city are taking part in another kind of
war. Some families that immigrated to
the united states (a very high percentage of them went to Los Angeles), after
the war returned to El Salvador or in
many cases were deported back. The
youth that grew up in L.A. and other
parts of the u.s. immersed themselves
in our way of life, including gang culture. In many of these instances the
Salvadorian generation that grew up in
the u.s. and were deported back
brought with them gangs, or as they
call them maras. The country's poor
neighborhoods, having very few
resources, drive many of its youth to be
part of gangs. One of the projects that
we visited dealt with this issue. Nueva
Generacion XXI, is a safe youth space
that welcomes all youth. Along with

many of its recreational and support
programs, which include art, traditional Andean music, computer, and
English classes, as well as scholarship
opportunities, retreats and workshops.
El movimiento, as it is referred to by its
members, is run by both youth and
adults of the community, and it offers
young Salvadorians an alternative to
the streets and gang violence.
After visiting universities and the different organizations in the capitol we
went to Xochitoto, a community which
strongly supported the FMLN during
the war years. From Xochitoto, a small
town surrounded by a small lake and a
series of hills, we went to El Citio, a
small community located on top of a
hill. We stayed in el Citio for two
nights. The families of this community opened the doors of their homes to
our group. Although their homes were
humble and all families were poor they
still offered everything they had without hesitation. In many cases the families gave some of us a whole bed, while
their whole family slept in one bed. In
the case of my host family, Isabel asked
her husband to sleep outside the two
room house because she thought his
snoring would not let me sleep (fortunately I know Spanish and was able to
convince him not to). But this is just a
small example of the welcoming and
warmth that we received.
From El Citio we were taken to
Copapayo another hill across the lake
were the same community had lived
during the war. We climbed the hill and
saw the remains of their homes. An
FMLN location was situated very close
by, making Copapayo a target as
bombs were a constant threat to their
community. After a great amount of
violence and death the community
decided to go to a refugee camp in
Honduras. The trip was extremely
dangerous. Most of the traveling had
to be done during the night so as not to
attract attention. They swam through
the lake, at times having to stay in the
water for hours to make sure it was safe

to go on. There were instances that
mothers were forced to drown their
babies in order to save the rest of the
group since their crying could put
them at risk of being found. The community of Copapayo were the last
group to arrive in Honduras, and were
the first to leave. They made the decision to return to their country while
the war was going on, which made the
trip back just as dangerous as it was to
leave.
Those who survived the war began to
build their new home. The community has been situated in El Citio for thirteen years. While they were building
their houses, they slept under a beautiful gigantic tree which served as their
shelter for three months. Their community is run by different committees
which are very well organized
Although the war is over there are still
many economical struggles that the
people are enduring.
After El Citio we went to Jayaque. A
town that was greatly affected by the
2001 earthquakes. Over one hundred
homes were lost. People have been living in shacks made of laminated tin
(the only aide the government gave)
making the shelters like microwaves
during the day when they hold all the
heat in. Jayaque was another tightly
organized community made up by 7
different "zones," all of which fell
under the same priest, Padre Oscar,
who was exceptionally dedicated to his

community. We traveled in and out of
a number of locations the first day we
arrived at Jayaque. In one of the
parishes we had a dialogue with members of the community. There were
young women working in maquilas,
who told us of their harsh working
conditions. Many of the working
women bring the income into their
homes, are only making 3 dollars a day,
and working long hours. Every small
parish received us with games, songs,
cards, and a standing ovation that we
all felt we did not deserve. But their
energy and warmth is something that
astounded us.
After having been given the opportunity to see the strength of the
Salvadorian people, one is left with an
alternating sense of existence. There
are injustices that are experienced by
many. There are the deaths of those in
war. The alienation of youth. The
exploitation of the worker. Human
rights are being trampled over every
single day. Yet people manage to survive, not by the means of just living to
the next day, but a fight for their
future. In the stories of the people that
we met we were able to become witnesses, as mere witnesses and our role
is to voice what we experienced and
what we learned.
The author is the president of Chimexla.

"After having been
given the opportunity
to see the strength of
the Salvadorian people
one is left with an
alternating sense of
existence. There are
injustices that are
experienced by many.
There are the deaths
of those in war.
The alienation
of youth.
The exploitation
of the worker.
Human rights are
being trampled over
every single day. Yet
people manage to
survive, not by the
means of just living to
the next day,
but a fight
for their future:'
Benefit for the Salvadorian
Organizations mentioned in this article. Sunday November 9th , at 7
p.m. at the AGAPE HOUSE, 1046
W. Polk (UIC Campus). We will be
having music, good Pakistani food,
and drinks. $10 students $15 general (includes food and pop).
Please come and support your NEIU
colleagues and the people of El
Salvador.

Q's email Edith:
undoingtobecome@hotmail.com
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-ihe Other Septen"lher 11th
Chris Estrada
When I think about the u.s. government's role in orchestrating the September 11, 1973 coup that toppled democratically elected president Salvador Allende, it turns my
stomach. The fact that the u.s. government under Nixon,
with particular direction emanating from Henry
Kissinger, diverted millions of dollars to destabilize Chile's
economy and undermine Allende's rule is enough to raise
the temper of any tax-paying citizen. But the massacre of
thousands under the regime of general Augustin Pinochet,
while u.s. elected leaders protected him from international criticism, is unconscionable. Although pundits would
later make excuses about Cold War fears and preventing
the 'Domino Effect' of leftist governments, the role of corporate investment looms larger than political rhetoric.
After over three thousand admitted casualties under seventeen years of Pinochet's dictatorship, during which people regularly 'disappeared', at least 1,400 citizens are still
missing and presumed dead. The u.s. government's complicity and participation in this atrocity not only angers
and disgusts me, it fills me with a sense of dread and sadness difficult to articulate. I have to force myself to overcome it with a renewed commitment toward truth and
justice in whatever small way I can contribute, and when
that resolve isn't forthcoming then I force myself to think
about something else. The latter is a luxury and option
that the people of Chile who lived through Pinochet's
reign of terror have never possessed -- they are forced to
live with its tragic reality every day of their lives.
The immediacy of loss and outrage was reified for me at
UIC's commemoration of the coup's thirtieth anniversary.
The Latino Cultural Center held two days of events
(September 19 and 20), including a screening of the film
'Estadio Nacional' and Q&A with Director Carmen Luz
Parot, and a photo exhibit. I was able to attend a forum
and discussion on the evening of the 20th, during which
Mireya Garcia, activist and VP of the Association of
Relatives of Disappeared Political Prisoners, spoke alongside historian Adam Schesch and Joyce Horman (widow of
Charles Horman, murdered at National Stadium Chile
and subject of the 1982 film Missing). Garcia, who lost her
own brother, spoke of the need to continue the pursuit of
justice for the families and friends of those who have died,
and emphasized the need for full disclosure and education
about the reality of 1973. Her words echoed those of
many Chilean refugees who have lamented their 'lost his-
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tory' that has been distorted and covered-up in a crude
public-relations campaign at legitimizing Pinochet. Adam
Schesch, who was doing field research in Santiago during
the Allende years and had been imprisoned at the
Stadium, gave a vivid description of the atmosphere in the
weeks before and after the coup. He holds the opinion
that a coup from the right-wing Chilean military was
inevitable, although whether or not it would have succeeded without u.s. intervention is unknown. Joyce
Horman talked about her past and continuing efforts to
seek justice through both the u.s. and the Chilean legal systems, including her 1987 lawsuit against a host of State
Department officials. She made a special effort to plug
Peter Kornbluh's new book The Pinochet File (2003: The
New Press, NY) that presents evidence compiled from
thousands of recently declassified documents obtained
through the Freedom of Information Act.
The case of Chile and the Allende coup is merely the most
glaring example of u.s. complicity or direct involvement in
similar atrocities all across Latin America. In the last onehundred years, the united states government has covertly
toppled regimes, rigged elections, trained military personnel (both 'on-site' and at the School of the Assassins in
Fort Benning, Georgia) and secret police forces in virtually every country to the south of our borders. This dirtylaundry list includes Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Peru, Brazil, Mexico, Cuba, Bolivia, and more. The fact
that the u.s. would rather prop up brutal dictatorships
than tolerate leftist regimes speaks volumes about the
stranglehold that business interests have on the alleged
representative government. The American people have
never been consulted about the wisdom or virtue of the
u.s.'s nefarious activities in Latin America, any more than
the u.s were consulted about our unilateral overthrow of
Saddam Hussein (who was also propped up by American
support against Iran between 1980-83). But a crucial distinction is that Salvador Allende was not a despot, and in
fact enjoyed massive popular support and was beloved by
many. Then again, the u.s. government has never been too
'picky' about who they decide to support or repress.
Some useful web links:
http:/ /www.gwu.edu/- nsarchiv/
http:// foia. state. gov/Reports/ Ch urchReport. asp

I am what I wouldn't be if it weren't for Campos
A poetic discharge of pure knowledge
Protected by a coconut shell for skull layered with sweet Puerto Rican roots
Overwhelmed with love for my gente
Protegiendo lo que es mio
Sticking up for what is ours
I am the risen from the graves,
Had enough of the shades
I am tired of livin with out living
Starting is only the beginning
I've planned ahead and I've accomplished,
Got on the mic and bombed it

Jovannle L. Vargas

The lover of all women is what I am
I release and revive my poetic embrace
So every one can listen, I envision life at this point and I pause
Take a deep breath and realize that life has just begun
I am the epitome of poetic fusion
Bouncing off hallway walls
Mixed in street picture framed form
Capturing every Polaroid in color
Because moments should always be remembered
I am what you want your ideal son to be
I am trapped, but not for long
I am bruised, but I will survive
And I'm sick of falling face to face with failure, so I rise
I am what I want to be, like it should be
Never following so I lead
I was taught to never bite the hand that feeds
So for twenty-one years I've learned to evolve from a hungry boy who needed help
To a visionary with a dream to change for the better
I am an ex public high school student and I hated it
I seen my past experiences as a positive and not as a negative
Because yes I didn't graduate in the traditional four years
But I got to know a real family of teachers and students
I am a student struggling for success and for that reason I will always be what I am.
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